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“The formuda is balance, diction and a wide range of color fo the voice.” - FRANK SCINTA

:
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Acsmall group with & superh soumd; Vocalis members rehearse an the Blessed Sacrament Church,



A HEAVENLY SOUND

Vocalis shows what a beawtiful
blend of unaccompanied
haeman voices can sound like

By Pavra VorLL

SNEWWA ATAFF HERHTER

baciat thmese wears ago,
Jambe Burriit askoed his
[riend, BEZEn SOpTAe:
Ghair Pateich, b el
him it Spot Cofee. Set-
thedl i with thieir capuocings, Bur-
Tt gat to the podnt: “Whe do you
know?” Meaning - who are the
area's highest quality singers?

“We just kind of threw some
niames aroara amd | started writ-
ing them dowm,” gald Burritt, who
wanted 1o form a clsamber cholr.,

Aren't there enough bocal
cleoral groaps already?

Mot quite. Mot like the one he
winied.

His idea was to present 2 capr
pedla msic mnging from the -
dbe Ages to Billly Joel, Such things
as: “Sabve Moa, Domine” by Thomss
Lupas, “Past Life Melodies.” by
Sarah Hopkins, and “Yesterdiay™ e
Lemnan and MeCarney,

He wanted a smsall group with a
Faperh soarnl.

1 wanied a undgque sound that’s
imgirmate enough o drew in the a-
tlienee,” said Burmitt, who fouocked
the W-member Viooadis in 2002

He's dome it, accarding in Frank
Srinim, who enjoys & reguitation for
exelleroe m & W]]E. Eroups lo-
calky. “The formuka is balance, die-
thom, a wride range of color to the
winiee and attentxn 1o phrasing
anl bresathing,” Scinta saul “This

proup has all of that.”

For atime, it even had Scinta’s
gon, ChFistopher, A tenor tor one
season Defore he meved to Waah-
it TLC W e e gl @oowl-
brve, 1 todd him wed miss him,*
gaid Seinta. “And he sadd hed
mriss Viocalis ™

All about quality

Fram the begirming Vocalis has
hern ahout quality, Consider this:
all of its members have jobs mak-
ing e They give privide waice
lezaons, they divest chairs, they
sing as padd church simgers, thoy
Teskct ik,

Theouaghy LRy see VolIrg, Iest in
thesir 20m axl 30s, indivikduals being
i ety of knowledge along with
thae rxpeerienc: of Sinyging in 1op-
reibch church chioirs, college chi-
mees, the city's hest chord groups.

At Vioealis, they've found a samne-
tusary, & pase to bearn unfamiliar
munsic, and an expericnoe that's

See Vocalis on Page C1

Vocalis memmbers have diseovered the
peoewver and wornder of the lnaman volee.



‘A Chﬂl‘l(:ﬂ ]]ke tlus doesn’t come often’

“mood for the soul,” they say.

Joining the group has given
Dean Vallaz, a bass, & chanee o
sing agnin amd, alm, o “not be in
charge,” “Tn school, the questions
always are about where we are,
what page we're on,” said Vallas,
who teaches at Morth Tonawanda
High School. “Here, everybody
Jeraova ™

When Viocalis gathers, not anly
iz everyone on the same page,
they hit motes ab the same milli-
serond, they inhale and exhale to-

gether, they have the same into-

A0

ing opportunity. “A chance like
this doesnt come often with this
caliber,” said Griffiths, a bass solo-
ist at Holy Trinity Lutheran

Chiurek
Far him, it's anather in & chdn
of musical i that have

come to define his life, he said.
When [ was 2 kid, T was a big
geek, without any friends," he
said, "t 4 music teacher 2ot me
singing. [ ceased to be a geek be-
canse i gave the nervous, twitchy
kid something o be gpood at”

‘I listened to myself

It was three years ago when
Jumie Burritt declded he was
remdy to settle somewhere. He'd
sraduated from Geneseo College,
then the University of Maryland,
where he got & masters of music
degres in opera Then, he became
ncanadlic; Minmeapolls, summers
at Chastaugua, singing at Glim-
merglass, in Portland, being a
winner in the Stewart Operatic
Vioboe Awards in Oklahoma City.

“1 felt I noeded bo have & beiber
balapce,” said Burritt, whe was
wepary of the road life, He stacted
driving to Washington, ThC,, with-
out specific plans, and got into

For Roger Griffiths, 25, singing |
with the choir presents a gratify- |

Mark Hul'.-'men'lul’l-l.ln Kawsy
Charies Wolter and Roger
Griffiths, right, gather msic.

Pennsylvania, "but it just didn't
fieel right.”

He pulled off the road, b said,
but when e tried to get hack
thers wasn't a ramp going South,
whirh Burritt toak as a sign.

1 decided 1 wanted to be in
the place 1 bove," he said. T finally
listened to myself. *1 decided to
maike my vy honme”

Ambitious plans

From the first nehearsal, Bur-
ritt was pleased: U1 was like — all
right!”

He has ambitous plas: he'd
Bke to et & Web site going; he
wants o perform outside of Bof-
fabec be wants to build an audi-
ence base; he'd like to apply for
grant money; he'd like to record a
CIy; he'd like to commmission a
piece for Yocalis

", ideally, T levve bo pegr eyv-
eryboly,” he said. “They deserve
it

For now the immediate con-

CEMm B an upeoiming concert and
the mext mmlition, schedalbed for 7
pom, Jupe 15 al Bleaed Sacra-
tivent. There's always the queston
of holding onto singers. This sea-
=00, for example, they lost three
tesors, all of wisem moved out of
the area,

“There's always a shartage of
tenars,” said Robert Pacillo, who
wears red sneakers to rehear=al
and teaches at Lockport Morth
Park Middle School. “Either they
are hiding or they've joined rock
handa.”

HBesides the search for tenors,
Burritt knows that he neads to st
stricter guidelines about attend-
ing reheursals, “Td almost sather
have a small group that's peally
cormmitted than a larger group
with four or five AWOL,” he said.
“I reslly have to be more af & ty-
rant, but 1 also have to keep in
alred that this kind of personality
iz doing lots of things."

It's an escape

At a Wednesday night rehears-
al in Blessed Sacrament Boaman
Cathelic Church, Burritt plays a
portable keyhoard, encircled by
singers, some in jeans,
wearing the music-teacher blazer,

Diamiel Victoor, direcior of mas-
sic ministry at St. Gregory the
Great Roman Catholic Chureh in
Amherst, who has sung opers in
Edmonton and Montreal, sy it's
an esepe, but an escape with pur-
pose, 8 chanes to make a signifi-
eant eortribution and a chanes to
lesm hew TS,

As he listens o 2 now picee,
Vietoor says: "This is one of the
hardest things we've done — it's
st mwful — vou just have to trust
that it's sounding right.”

With the evening, and their
energy winding down, Burritt

plaasaiﬂ.rbamnf“l-lmmunlhl:
Range" to warm the choir up for
“Orpen Then Mine Eyes.”

Then he =sayve: “Here we go —
an we just man it."

When they've finished. he tells
them: “We're tired by now, but
it sound betber later,”

By 8:30 pm., after the group
has dispersed, Burritt leans
against a church pew and admits:
“Yeah, I'm pretty proud of this
whiole thing.”

After a day of teaching at Ini-
miculata Academy, then giving
volce lessons at Buffale State Col-
lege, Burritt still hasn't had din-
ner. “T can't complain” said Bur.
rtt, who i 33, "T'm really, really
tired oo, but 1 like having a ot of
things happen,”

Mear the top of that list, he
sakd, I3 proving what a beautiful
blemd of nnaceompanied human
voices can sound like,

“What we want to do is pres-
ent mare than a concert,” he said,
“We want it to be an experience
that yow can take with woo™

Voealls will perform dts last
concart of the seqson, in @ pro-
grane of its fovorite works, ot 3
po June 5 in Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Chuwrclh, 1080 Main 5t
There iz o sygpested domuefion of
L3/l

-l procell @ bagees com



